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By column chromatography on polyamide, from the total methanolic extract of the needles of Larix sibirica we have isolated an aqueous fraction of glycosides of hydroxyaromatic acids. After hydrolysis with 10% HC1 at 95-96°C for 4 h, a mixture of acids was obtained by the usual methods. The paper c h r o m a t o g r aphy of this mixture in the s y s t e m 2% acetic acid, b u t a n -l -o l -a c e t i c a c i d -w a t e r (4:1:5), and i s o p r o p a n o la m m o n i a -w a t e r (10:1:1) showed the p r e s e n c e of p-hydroxybenzoic, vanillic, and p -c o u m a r l c acids. Both the acids t h e m s e l v e s and the cis and t r a n s i s o m e r s of p -c o u m a r i c acid were separated best in the first of the s y s t e m s mentioned.
By t r e a t m e n t with diazomethane in diethyl ether -m e t h a n o l (1:1 by volume) the methyl e s t e r s of the m i x t u r e of acids isolated from the needles, and also the methyl e s t e r s of authentic s a m p l e s of the acids, w e r e p r e p a r e d . The methyl e s t e r s were analyzed by the GLC method (Khrom-2 chromatograph with a f l a m eionization detector, using nitrogen as the c a r r i e r gas and silicone SE-30 o n C h r o m o s o r b W as the stationary phase at a t e m p e r a t u r e of 180°C). The relative retention t i m e s (RRTs) of the methyl e s t e r s of the acids f r o m the needles and of standard s a m p l e s of the acids agreed well (retention time of the standard 11.05 min).
Methyl e s t e r s
Relative retention t i m e s f r o m the needles standard samples 1 o0 1.0 2.18 2.14 p-hydroxybenzoic vanilllc p -c o u m a r l c els t r a n s 3.42 3.25 3.74 3.85
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